ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL 

The children’s safety is of the utmost importance and priority at both arrival and dismissal time, therefore we must stress the following:

PARISH CENTER

ARRIVAL - Parents and children are to enter thru the Parish Center “connector” side doors. Children are to be dropped off directly at their classroom. 
DISMISSAL - All children will be dismissed thru the Parish Center “connector” side doors. Children are to be picked up directly from their classroom.
The back door of the Parish Center, which opens out onto the parking lot, is to be used as an Emergency Exit ONLY!

RECTORY CLASSROOMS

ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL - All children are to be dropped off and picked up directly to and from their classrooms in the rectory, (suite and basement classrooms).  

All children will be dismissed only if a parent or guardian accompanies them or a family member otherwise advises the Catechist or Aide.
NO PARKING IN THE FIRE LANE
CLASS CANCELLATIONS

The Pastor will make all decisions in regards to class cancellations.
When a decision has been made to cancel classes a voice message will be left on our telephone system indicating the specific details concerning those classes that are cancelled.
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PROCEDURE FOR CLASS CANCELLATIONS [image: image2.emf]


OUR PROGRAM IS USING - CANCELLATIONS .COM

WHEN SEVERE WEATHER THREATENS:

1) Log on to www.cancellations.com

2) Under “Check for Cancellation,” enter the zip code of the Church,                              06831, or the name St. Paul Roman Catholic Church Religious Education Program, state, and type of organization.

3) Click “Go.”

4) If posted, details of cancellations will be provided.

CLASS CANCELLATIONS CAN ALSO BE ACCESSED DIRECTLY VIA THE PARISH WEBSITE @ www.stpaulgreenwich.org
“CLASS CANCELLATION INFORMATION”

St. Paul R. C. Church

Religious Education Program

Family Information Guide
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Bring up your children in the training and instruction of the Lord”

Ephesians 6 verse 4

84 Sherwood Avenue

Greenwich, Ct. 06831

Rev. Frank A. Winn, Pastor

Office of Religious Education 

 (203) 531-4265

PARENT AND COMMUNITY TOGETHER

The family is the first teachers of our faith to their children by their living example.  With this in mind the Religious Education Program is a continuation of that commitment to service our children.

How you help your child in their Religious Education and development is by:

Honoring the promise you made at your child’s baptism.               Praying with your child.

Celebrating with your child in the Eucharist at Mass.

Participating with your child in Sacramental preparation.

Developing your own understanding of your faith.


OVERVIEW OF YOUR CHILD’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

The program offered at Saint Paul is designed to teach the mission and ministry of the Church.  It is built on the strong foundation of Scripture and Tradition, with major themes such as the Church, Community and Morality. The program is designed to foster a clear sense of Catholic beliefs, values, prayers and practices and to help the children to incorporate them to their level of life experiences, reminding them always that we meet and experience Christ at many different times and places.

Within the curriculum, the children reflect within their life’s experiences to find Christ and the meaning to live a fuller life as his disciple.  Each grade level is taught separately and developmentally, which considers the maturity of each child.

The Catechetical process links contemporary issues with the Church’s teachings.  We take seriously the daily experiences of finding Jesus at the dinner table, at school as well as at the altar.

The Bible is used developmentally from grade to grade, which offers the children, exposure to various stories and verses.  A variety of activities are employed to bring to life the underlying themes.  Each child is given a book, which remains in class.  Grades 7 and 8 have a different program formatted to their age and concerns.  The goal is to help the children and youth understand and integrate their faith in their lives, develop compassion for others, and to recognize God’s action in their lives and those of others.

COMMUNICATION

PARISH BULLETIN: Publication of schedules, notices, special events and programs can be found in the Parish Bulletin both in “hard copy” form, and on the Parish Web Site, www.stpaulgreenwich.org, 

PARISH WEB SITE: You can access the Parish Web Site, www.stpaulgreenwich.org, and Religious Education Link, for the class calendar, sacramental activities and dates, registration forms and class cancellations.
SAINT PAUL PROGRAM POLICIES

REGISTRATION

1.
INITIAL REGISTRATION – New families are required to first register as supporting members of St. Paul Parish.   Once a family is registered with the parish they can then register their children for the Religious Education Program.  Parents are responsible to provide records of their child’s Religious Education history if they are coming from a prior program and copies of their Baptismal and other Sacramental records.

2.
ANNUAL REGISTRATION – Prior to the program year coming to a close a registration form and letter will be sent to each family requesting that they register their children for the upcoming Fall program.  Parents must send in the registration form along with the designated fee and an updated health form when need.     

ATTENDANCE

1.
WEEK-TO-WEEK ATTENDANCE – Religious Formation is an ongoing process requiring the cooperation and support of all concerned.  Consistent week-to-week attendance in class is a requirement in order for our goals to be achieved.

If your child is unable to attend a class, you need to notify the Religious Education Office prior to the beginning of the class so the catechist concerned can be notified.  A voice mail or email can be left indicating the child’s name, grade and any further important information in reference to the absence. If an advance absence is known notification should be made by the same process.  Make- up assignments, where applicable, will be distributed for missed classes. Two unexplained absences will result in a call from the Religious Education Office.  If there is excessive absenteeism repeating the grade level will be considered.  

2.
YEAR TO YEAR ATTENDANCE – Year to year attendance  

       is a requirement.  Religious Formation is an ongoing      

       process that builds upon the previous year.  Years are NOT     

      skipped.
PUNCTUALITY

Punctuality is vital and courteous.  Please make every effort to be on time for all classes and Religious Education events and functions.
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